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 Squirrel Fight 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Step 2—She gives him a whack on the nose! 

And let the fight begin! 

Squirrel Fight—then Peace Reigns Supreme! 

Socializing—Step 1 

Peace once again! 

Take THAT! And THAT! 

And THAT! And THAT! 

And THAT! 
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Ice Storm of 2011 Jean Norris’s Birthday 

Ice coated all the branches! 

Dig the “Beware 

of Alligators” 

sign! I can bet no 

self respecting 

alligator would be 
caught dead out in 

this cold weather! 

HA!. 

While I was taking a picture of 

the soccer goal covered with 

ice, A guy was walking on the 

easement with his 3 Mastiffs. 

They saw me,  and they made a 
90 degree turn and drew a bead 

on me! ‘Nuff to make someone 

sweat bullets! Luckily, all I got 

was slobbered to death! 

Jean and Judy at the Rose Emporium! 
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Texas Drought 

 
 
 

 
 

Before the drought 

During the Drought. 

Before the drought 

During the Drought. 

Lake Somerville– 

or what’s left of it.  

They have found 

some old cars   and 

lots of tools etc 
that the pioneers 

dropped back in 

the 1800s. They 

even  found a dead 

body in one of the 

cars! It’s a sad 

state of affairs!  
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The 3rd Annual Great 

 Bunkhouse Ranch Rock Race 
of 2011 

This was Eva Green , Dena had obtained this pup for her 

grandkids but was holding her until school ended. She is a 

cutey (and I don’t mean Dena, Dena)! 

Eva Green had  

appropriated one of 

the living room chairs 

and used this as her 

throne! 

Dena works on one of her colorful 

masterpieces! 

Joyce was working on a landscape. She has been to a few 

Dalhart Windberg workshops over the past two years and her 

landscapes have improved dramatically! It’s fun to watch her 

paint.  

Patty was painting using watercolors on yupo. I have never 

attempted watercolor, because it is much harder and less for-

giving than oil paints! 
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Two of Patty’s works in progress. 

Debra has been working on figures this past year. 

She and some of the Kingwood artists have 

formed a cooperative gallery called the Red Pal-

ette.  These are her two pieces in progress. 

I was working on a Vie Dunn-Harr style iris. This is stage 1 and stage 2! 

I still haven’t finished it! 

Patty persuaded Roscoe to SHARE his 

sofa! 

The creek, which is spring 

fed, still had some water in 

it which was amazing! 

Eva Green liked to SPRAWL like a dolphin with flippers! 

The picture to the lower right is Patty giving 

table scraps to the dogs. It was so cute...sort 

of like a  

BEGGING LINE!  

Roscoe was being very patient 
waiting for his turn after Eva 

Green who was a pushy little 

beggar!! 

Dena had an abun-

dant crop of pas-

sion flowers. She 

NEVER had to 

water them, and 
they still were  

glorious. Especially 

considering the 

drought.  
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Maine Trip 

First thing on the agenda was an obligatory stop for breakfast 

on Sunday at Dysart’s Truck Stop. They have the “to-die-for” 

HUGE Texas sized cinnamon rolls, but only on the week-

ends! We met cousin Terri and Lois there. This is Terri, Lois, 

Kay and Randy at Dysarts. Unfortunately the cook flubbed 
the rolls so they were not up to parr, but it was still tasty! 

Stephen King uses Dysarts in his horror books a lot!  

Cousin Renee joined us at Dysart's.  Mary 

and Aunt Bette were there too. 



7 

Located on the west bank of the Penobscot River in 

Prospect, Maine, in an area known as the Penobscot 

Narrows, Fort Knox is one of the best preserved fortifi-

cations on the New England seacoast. The Fort has 

many architectural features present only to itself, as 

well as a rich history behind its cannon batteries. 

Maine was repeatedly involved in northeast border dis-

putes with British Canada, and the area between Castine 

and the rich lumber city of Bangor was invaded and oc-

cupied by the British during the American Revolution 
and the War of 1812. Despite the Webster-Ashburton 

Treaty of 1842, Fort Knox was established in 1844 to 

protect the Penobscot River valley against a possible 

future British naval incursion. 

The Fort was designed by Chief Engineer Joseph Totten 
with a number of other engineers serving as superinten-

dents of construction from 1844 - 1869, among them 

Isaac Ingalls Stevens and Thomas L. Casey. The Fort 
was named for Major General Henry Knox, America's 

first Secretary of War, who was born in Boston but re-

tired to Thomaston, Maine in 1796. The Fort garrisoned 
its first troops from 1863 to 1866. These troops were 

mostly volunteers undergoing training before being sent 

to their active posts and included members of the cele-

brated 20th Maine. Troops were also briefly stationed at 
the Fort during the 

Spanish American 

war in 1898, but 
never saw military 

action. 
 

 

A one minute ride 
on the fastest eleva-

tor in Maine, New 

Hampshire and 
Vermont will take 

you to the top of the 

tallest public bridge
-observatory in the 

Randy at the top of the Observatory. 

Aunt Bette at the Observatory. 

Mary took this picture of the Narrows Bridge and the Obser-

vatory. It was taken in Bucksport  

which  is just across the river. 

Mary took this picture of Fort Know from Bucksport. 
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world. The others are in China, Slovakia and Thailand. 
Just opened in May 2007, the observatory is already 

proving to be a popular attraction. The beauty of the 

Penobscot River and surrounding  countryside is imme-
diately apparent as the elevator door slides open to a 

dizzying view from 420 feet up. Ascend two more lev-

els up to find 360 degrees views, complete with  identi-

fication panels showing you how to locate nearby 
mountains, lakes and towns.  

Jordan Pond House 

 

Aunt Bette, Aunt Velma, and Darrell at Jordan Pond House. Jordan Pond House is hugely popular during the tourist sea-

son; so, we had to wait for a while to get a table. This is  

Darrell, Aunt Lois, Uncle Wayne, Cousin Kevin, and Dusty 

in the waiting area. 

Linda, Heather, Kay, Ryan and Dusty at Jordan Pond 

House. Randy is behind Linda’s head! 

Ben, Kevin and Mary at Jordan Pond House. 

Heather,  Ryan,  Kay, and Randy on 

top of Cadillac Mt. 
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Aunt Bette’s Whoopie Pies 

P en n s yl va n i a 

and Maine both 

claim to be the 

birthplace of the 

Whoopie pie. 

In 2011, the 

Maine State 

Legislature con-

sidered naming 

the whoopie pie 

the official state 
pie. The pro-

posal received 

bipartisan sup-

port. L.D. 71, 

officially known 

as "An Act to 

Designate the 

Whoopie Pie as 

the State Des-

sert", read "The 

whoopie pie, a baked good made of two chocolate cakes with 
a creamy frosting between them, is the official state dessert". 

The Pennsylvania Dutch Convention & Visitors Bureau and 

other observers in Lancaster County, PA, note that the 

whoopie pie comes from the area’s Amish and Pennsylvania 

German culture – origins that are unlikely to leave an official 

paper trail – and has been handed down through generations. 

Most likely, Amish groups that migrated to Maine brought the 

treat to the people of Maine. Mainers assert that Labadie's in 

Lewiston, Maine has been making the confectionery since 

1925. The now-defunct Berwick Cake Company of Roxbury, 

Massachusetts had been making the "Whoopee Pie" since 

1931 and it is also claimed that the whoopie pie originated 
there in Massachusetts and spread both north and south. It 

appears though that German immigrants brought the prede-

cessor of the Whoopie Pie to 

communities throughout the 

northeast. 

The Maine Legislature eventually 

decided to declare the whoopie 

pie the official state treat, and 

chose blueberry pie (made with 

wild Maine blueberries) as the 

official state dessert. 

Fort Point and  
a day in Stockton Springs 

Dusty and Darrell eating the giant whoopie 

pie.  I would have had a close-up of the 

whoopie pie, but they ate it too fast! 

Aunt Louise and Darrell out front of her place in Stockton 

Springs. She has a LOT of pretty flowers! 

Donna and Aunt Louise after the 

raspberry pie! 
Whoopie Pie picture from 

the  web. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maine_State_Legislature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maine_State_Legislature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewiston,_Maine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roxbury,_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roxbury,_Massachusetts
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The Fort Point Light is located in Maine's 120-acre Fort 

Point State Park. The park is located on Fort Point, a small 

peninsula running eastward from Cape Jellison, at the en-

trance to the 
Penobscot River. 

The station was 

established in 

1837 and was the 

first river light in 

Maine. It was 

automated in 

1988 and re-

mains an active 

aid to navigation. 

The light's fourth 

order Fresnel 

lens is one of 

only eight Fres-

nel lenses still in 
use in Maine. 

The original fog 

signal, a 1200-

pound cast iron 

bell suspended on 

a pyramidal tower built in 1890, is still visible today, although 

it has been replaced by a fog horn in the same building. 

As Fort Point Light 

Station, the light-

house was added to 

the National Register 

of Historic Places on 

March 23, 1988, ref-
e r e n c e  n u m b e r 

87002269. 

 

Dusty, Teka, and Darrell on the 

bridge near Aunt Louise’s Place. 

Teka and Aunt Louise showing us one of 

the  handmade quilts that they and 

Krissy work on.  

Fort Point Lighthouse. 

Linda, Dusty and Teka relaxing near the 

 shore at  Fort Point Park 

Darrell and Dusty at Fort Point. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Jellison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penobscot_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresnel_lens
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresnel_lens
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
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A day on the 
 Stonington Peninsula 

 

Stonington is anything but a Maine tourist town. Lying 

at the tip of the Deer Isle peninsula along the Maine 
Coast on Penobscot Bay, tourists would have to target 

this fishing 

village as 
their desti-

nation to 

find it. Most 

travelers 
have their 

eye on Bar 

Harbor and 
Acadia Na-

tional Park, 

another 
hour and a 

half north. 

But Ston-

ington, 
which lies 

some 86 

miles north-
east of Port-

land and 

173 miles 
northeast of 

Boston, has 

charms that 

few gentri-

fied coastal towns have these days. 

I asked a Downeaster how far away Stonington was, and 

his answer was a blunt one: "You go to the end of the 

E'th," he said, "and it's 25 miles FUH-THUH!" 

At the Harborside Restaurant. Darrell, Mary, Donna, Aunt 

Louise,  Dusty, Linda Myrna, Teka and Ricky. 

Aunt Louise and her kids pose for me! That’s 

Aunt Louise, and Krissy sitting and Teka and 

Rick standing. 

Cousin Rick shows us his new 

hat! HA! 

Randy and Kay in front of the Pumpkin Island Lighthouse. 

Stonington Harbor. 
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Rockland 
Breakwater  

Lighthouse 

The History of the Lighthouse – Why 

W a s  I t  B u i l t  ? 
 
Many people ask us if the breakwater was built 
to connect the lighthouse to the land. In fact, the 
breakwater was built first. In the 1850s several 
severe nor’easters caused considerable damage 
to many Rockland waterfront structures, busi-
nesses and to ships in the harbor. Lack of a pro-
tective breakwater clearly prevented the harbor 

Close-up of Pumpkin Island Light. 

Jason and the 

Hampden, 

Maine city stop 

sign. YIKES! 

I think we tired cousin Randy out. He had to take a snooze on 

Aunt Bette’s sofa while dinner was prepared! 

The view of Camden Harbor from Mt Battie. 
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from realizing its potential as a commercial port 
and a harbor of refuge for coastal shipping. In 
spite of citizen petitions and intervention by a 
local Senator, Congress did not approve constuc-
tion of a breakwater until  1880. 
The original plan called for two breakwaters to 
be built - one portion extending 1,900 feet from 
the shore at Jameson Point and the other section 
extending 2,640 feet from South Ledge back to-
wards the point. Cost estimate for the project 

was $500,000.  
 

As early as 1886, 
discussions among 

those responsible 
for the project 
considered chang-
ing the original 
two-breakwater 
design in favor of 

a single, long 
breakwater. The 
single breakwater 
plan was ap-
proved in 1890 
and was com-
pleted on Novem-
ber 24, 1899. Se-
v e r e  w i n t e r 
storms during the 
winter of 1899-
1900 proved that 

the height needed to be increased. A four-foot-
high cap was completed on October 15, 1901, 

and included the base for a lighthouse to be built 
at the end. A total of 768,774 tons of stone were 
used for the project, total expenditure up to that 
point was $880,093.  

 

T H E  B E A C O N 
 

The breakwater itself became a hazard to navi-
gation and as a temporary measure, until the 
lighthouse was built, a beacon was placed at the 
end of the break-
water. The original 

light was a “fixed 
white lens lantern, 
18 feet above the 
breakwater. This 
lantern hung on an 
iron crane on top of 
stone beacon, 24 

feet above sea 
level.” On August 
15, 1892 the bea-
con was changed 
to two red lan-
terns, spaced six 

feet apart, one 
above the other 
placed on a mast 
atop the stone pil-
lar. In 1895, the 
beacon was further 
improved by pro-
viding a six-by-six foot building at the base of 
the mast.  
 

T H E  L I G H T H O U S E  
 
On September 19, 1902 the W.H. Glover Com-
pany completed work on the lighthouse and on 

October 20, 1902 it was equipped with a fourth-
order flashing white light. The Rockland Break-
water Lighthouse was officially operational Octo-
ber 30, 1902. Today, it is still an active aid to 
navigation.  

Rockland Breakwater and  

Lighthouse 

Randy and Kay at the lighthouse. 

Kay and Randy on top of Mt Battie. 
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An Almost Deaf Cat Can Drive 

You Nuts! 

I laid in wait for Mary to come out 

of the men’s outhouse on top of  Mt 

Battie because she nearly always 

has to go bad and  is at the end of 

the line at the women’s outhouse;  
so ,goes to the men’s outhouse in-

stead!! HA! 

Hershey and Jadzia sleeping  soundly! 

This is AFTER I go in and bounce them on  the bed several 

times! HA! Hershey jumped 3 feet straight into the air and 

took off, because I was yelling “WAKE-EE, WAKE-EE ,, 

WAKE-EE” at the top of my lungs, but Jadzia could not hear 

that so can’t you just hear her saying  “Huh? What? Huh?” 
HA! 

She tried to hide out and sleep in the upstairs bedroom, but I 

found her and woke her up AGAIN! 

I know what she’s thinking—”Boy, this is getting old!” HA! 

Now she’s getting a taste of what I have to go through! 
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Halloween Fun! 
Godzilla at the Door!! 

He’s Scary, Right?! 

Tied up 

Godzilla was looking REALLY mean! 
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Dr. Oz and Chia Seeds 

The truth is, chia seeds are actually good for you–we’re talk-

ing really good for you! In fact, they just may be one of the 

healthiest things around. Here’s why: 

Nutty-tasting whole-grain chia seeds are loaded with omega-3 

fatty acids, and they have among the highest antioxidant ac-

tivity of any whole food–even more than fresh blueberries. 

And they do good stuff for the body, like keeping blood pres-

sure and blood sugar under control. The chia seeds you get in 
a Chia Pet have not been approved as food by the FDA, so get 

yours from a health food store, or order some online. 

 

The word chia often conjures visions of those terra-cotta 

figurines that, when slathered with chia seeds, grow green 

"hair." In reality, these healthful, edible seeds are a better 

source of omega-3 fatty acids than flax seed (the fats pro-

tect against inflammation and heart disease). Chia seeds 

come from the desert plant Salvia Hispanica, a member of 

the mint family that grows in southern Mexico. 

In pre-Columbian times, chia seeds were a component of 

the Aztec and Mayan diets and the basic survival ration of 

Aztec warriors; they even played a role in religious cere-

monies. Supposedly, 1 tablespoon of the seeds could sus-

tain a person for 24 hours.  

The Aztecs also used chia medicinally to relieve joint 

pain and skin conditions. It was a major crop in central 

and southern Mexico well into the 16th century, but it 

was banned after the Spanish conquest because of its 

association with 

the Aztec "pagan" 

religion. Over the 

past few decades, 

commercial pro-
duction has re-

sumed in Latin 

America. And 

here is more good 

news: Insects hate 

the chia plant, so 

it’s easy to find 

organic seeds. 

Like flax seed, 

chia seeds can be 

stored for long 

periods without 

becoming rancid 

and don’t require 

grinding (whole flax seed is tough to digest). Chia provides 
fiber (about 2 tablespoons–25 grams–give you 7 grams of 

fiber) as well as other important nutrients, including calcium, 

phosphorus, magnesium, manganese, copper, niacin and zinc. 

 

 

Mary took this of us waiting at the Harborside restaurant to get in.  

I’m not sure they wanted to let us in! 

Aunt Louise and Darrell at Ft Point 

http://shop.healthychoicenaturals.com/Chia-Capsules-Supplement-p/chiacaps.htm
http://shop.healthychoicenaturals.com/Chia-Capsules-Supplement-p/chiacaps.htm
http://shop.healthychoicenaturals.com/Skin-Hair-and-Nail-Supplements-s/70.htm
http://shop.healthychoicenaturals.com/Chia-Capsules-Supplement-p/chiacaps.htm
http://shop.healthychoicenaturals.com/Chia-Capsules-Supplement-p/chiacaps.htm
http://shop.healthychoicenaturals.com/Flaxseed-Oil-Capsules-p/flaxseed.htm
http://shop.healthychoicenaturals.com/Chia-Capsules-Supplement-p/chiacaps.htm
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