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Well, guys, this has been kind of an a strange year. 

At work, we have been working on a piece of 

software to sell and have several companies 

interested. We just have to make the deals! I am 

the only programmer; so, I have to be available. As 

a result, not too many 

vacations.  

 It has also been a sad year.  

Our friend, Joe Norris, Jean’s 

husband , died in January. It 

was such a sad time. 

We are all getting older; so, our 

little birthday club of 13 old 

artist ladies has missing 

members from our birthday 

lunches 

more 

often! 

Aches and 

pains 

abound! 

Nuttiness 

(more 

than usual for artists!) 

abounds!! Okay, that part can 

be pretty funny, so, may not be 

TOO bad! You should listen to 

the conversation at 

the luncheon table! 

 OWEN 

We did have some 

good things this 

year, as well as the 

bad! My nephew 

Charlie and his lady, 

Dagmara, had a 

cute little baby boy, 

OWEN. He is 

precious! Sharon, 

his 

grandmother 

and my sister-in

-law, is in 7th 

heaven; so, I 

have multitudes of Owen pictures! 

It’s great that Sharon loves pictures; so, 

that I can share them with you! 

I particularly love the Halloween pictures! I 

have Owen in 

his Penguin 

suit! AND, not 

to be 

outdone, 

Dagmara and 

Charlie joined 

him! HA! How 

cool is that?! I 

am pretty, 

darned sure that my Dad 

would never be caught 

dead in a penguin suit! 

Okay, MAYBE, if Aunt 

Doris challenged him. 

Those of you that knew Aunt Doris and Dad can 

appreciate that, right?!. 

I also have  a picture of 

Owen “helping” Sharon wrap 

presents and do Christmas 

decorations. She said it was 

a challenge. Weeelllll, I think 

I can ALMOST beat her on 

the “helpfulness” of Owen, 

because Butch and 

Sundance are NOT VERY 

HELPFUL either! 

They just LOVE to play with 

Butch and Sundance  

say Merry Christmas! 

New born Owen with 

Charlie in February. 

Owen & Charlie in October! 

Dagmara, Owen, and Charlie as 

Penguins! 

Owen “helping” Grandma 

wrap presents! 
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the ribbon as I try to 

curl it! All my gifts 

come to their 

recipients with a 

generous amount of 

cat spit and tooth 

marks...all at NO 

charge! 

 

Cats On A 

Cabinet 

Along about November, it 

starts to have cold snaps 

here in Texas. At that time, 

I can be assured of finding 

Butch & Sundance on the 

top of my kitchen 

cabinets! Butch started it. 

He is the smart one, you 

know. It took the 

gunslinger Sundance a 

little longer, but he got it 

figured out...HEAT RISES! 

So I put a couple of old 

towels up there, and , if I 

need to find them on a 

cold day...that’s where 

they will be! 

They get there by 

jumping onto the counter and then up to the top of 

the refrigerator, then up to the cabinet tops! When I 

make breakfast, they watch me like two hawks from 

the top of the cabinets! 

Jean’s Birthday in April 

Some of the birthday club travelled to Bellville in April 

to celebrate Jean 

Norris’s birthday. She 

had just turned 80; 

so, it was special! For 

an 80 year old, she 

looks and gets around 

pretty damn fine! 

It was also 

bluebonnet time. 

Bluebonnet time is 

the prettiest time in 

Texas! All the 

wildflowers that Lady 

Bird Johnson planted 

Butch & Sundance “help” me! 

Proud Grandma, Sharon, 

with Owen, her first 

grandson! 

Sundance and Butch. They jump to the kitchen cabinets 

and then to the top of the refrigerator, and then to the 

 cabinets. It is officially the new domain for the  

Hole-In-The-Wall gang! 

Judy Beard, Leah Blasingame, Jean Norris and me. 

Photo was taken by Patty Browning. 
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bloom in  profusion! The drought kind of put a damper 

on the bluebonnets for a couple years, but they were 

not too bad this year! 

Of course, that time also coincides with the BPMS150 

bicycle ride from Houston to Austin. OH, MY, GOSH! It 

is hard to get around all the spandex butts and they 

go right through Bellville! ON THE DAY that we 

planned to look at bluebonnets!  They are supposed 

to get over for cars, but not all of them do, so, it is a 

SLOW challenge for drivers! Luckily, Jean knew the 

back roads for bluebonnet pictures! We had a fun 

time!                                                                 

Bobbing for Bugs 

 

My cats amaze me, at times!  They have a habit of 

dropping things in their water dish and then whacking 

All the spandex butts stopped at an intersection in 

Bellville! Eeks! Makes it hard to drive through the town! 

Patty taking as picture of Leah taking a picture of me...all in 

the bluebonnets! 

Step One—Bob for Pipe cleaners! 
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at it until it sinks. When it 

floats up, they whack it 

again. They just LOVE to do 

this!  

So, it started with the pipe 

cleaner coils I use to play 

fetch with them. Then it  became a  live cockroach, 

They REALLY had a good time with him! Then it 

progressed to a lizard! I hesitate to think what is 

next...egads!  

Galveston Beach House 

We decided to do something special for Shirley and 

Marchita’s birthday luncheon this year. Shirley was 

turning 80 , and that is a special birthday!  Marchita’s 

birthday is July 31st , and Shirley’s is August 7th. Mary 

has a friend that owns a beach house on Pirate’s 

Beach near Galveston;. He rents it out during the 

summer. So, she got him to let us rent it the weekend 

of August 15th.  9 of us went down for the weekend! It 

was fun!   

The first night we all met in at Nick’s which is along 

the Galveston Seawall. It took a while to find a parking 

place, but we finally got in and had a good meal!  

Step Two –Cockroach 

Live Cockroach! 

Step Three—Lizard 

Poor, little Lizard 

met his fatal end! 

We weren’t right on Pirate's beach, but were a  

couple houses off. This is a picture of the beach. 

 Galveston had been plagued by seaweed this 

year and , as you can see, they piled it up near the 

sand dunes! It could get smelly, but wasn’t too bad 

where we were! 

We had Friday dinner at Nick’s on Galveston 

Beach. Mary took some pictures of the group. This 

is Kathy Petmecky (Shirley’s daughter) 

 and Jean Norris. 
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The next morning, we all took two cars into 

Galveston. Half of the group went to look at art 

galleries and the rest of us went to do some serious 

knick-knacking along the Strand! 

Judy Beard and myself. Mary caught me trying to 

find non-fattening things on the menu.  

No Easy Feat! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leah Blasingame and Shirley Blevins (one of 

the birthday girls!) 

Patty Browning and Mary Blain. 

Marchita Priest, another of the two birthday 

girls! 

We had two 

birthday cakes 

that evening! 

They were pretty 

yummy! One for 

Marchita and one 

for Shirley! 



6 

Then we decided to go 

over to the Bolivar Peninsula. There is a free ferry that 

you can take that was cool! When we got over there , 

we took some pictures of an old rusty lighthouse that 

someone had bought and was going to convert into a 

home! The Bolivar Peninsula was hit pretty hard by 

Hurricane Ike in 2011. They were still rebuilding.  

By the time we hit Crystal Beach, we had some 

tuckered out old ladies...a little windblown too! 

We ate at the Stingaree restaurant. It was VERY good!  

We really had a good waiter, and he was even willing 

to divide the birthday girls’ tab onto the other 7 of us! 

We have NEVER had that offer before! We all left him 

a good tip! 

As we were leaving the restaurant, they lowered Mary 

and Shirley down in a cool elevator (see next page!) !   

I think I heard it creak and groan a lot, though! Whew! 

Heavy Load! HA! 

One of the Bolivar Ferries. 

It was a little windy! 

We saw some dolphin on 

the way over! 

The ole rusty lighthouse that someone had bought 

to convert into a home. 

Dock outside the Stingaree Restaurant. 
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We got some 

wonderful shots of the 

sunset on the ferry 

back over from the 

Peninsula!  It was a 

beautiful end to a tiring 

day!!And that was our 

Galveston adventure! 

We went home the 

next day! Short, but 

sweet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feeding the seagulls! 

The wake behind us was very pretty, too. 

Mary took this picture of the Texas flag in the sun-

set! A true Texas patriot! 
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Grumpy Cat 

My Aunt Bette sent me down a birthday gift in 

June. It had LOTS of cool stuff, but my favorite 

item was the stuffed toy called Grumpy Cat! HA! 

I decided to see how Butch and Sundance would 

“take to” Grumpy Cat! Sundance sniffed and 

said, “Big Deal...let me sleep!” But Butch: 

First, I tried hiding him in the cat’s bed. (In an 
aside, notice I put the cat’s bed on my end table 
that USED TO HAVE a glass top, until a couple 
of renegades from the Hole-in-the-Wall gang 
broke the glass…sigh…). Anyway, Grumpy Cat 

thought this was a dandy place to hide! Uh-oh…. 

 

 

OH NO, MISS NANCY! Help! Butch found me 

and is about to whack me! OH, NOOOOOO….. 

 

So, Sundance was sleeping on my bed. I 
snuggle Grumpy Cat up next to Sundance for a 
nap.  Oops…Butch stalks Grumpy 

Cat….shhhhhh…maybe he will give up! 

OH, NO, MISS NANCY…Butch is whacking me 

again! HELP! OH-NOOOOOOO…. 

 

 

 

Grumpy Cat tries 
hiding in the silk 
flowers on top of 

the tall dresser. 
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OH-NO…MISS NANCY…Butch is whacking me 

AGAIN…OH,NOOOOOOOOO….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I think I am safe here in the cat tree,…whew! 

 

OH-NO,MISS NANCY….Butch has found me 

AGAIN! OH, NOOOOOOO….. 

 

Grumpy Cat 
decides to will 
hide on top of the 
bookcase! He 
will never find me 

here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OH-NO,MISS NANCY…Butch is chewing my 

TAIL….OH, NOOOOOOO….. 

Grumpy Cat decides to hide in the flowers on the 

dining room table...whew…safe at last! 
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OH, NO, MISS NANCY…Butch is whacking me 

on the dining room table…OH, NOOOOOO…. 

In desperation, Grumpy Cat hides in the Wal-

Mart cat tunnel. He will NEVER find me here! 

OH, NO, MISS NANCY! Butch AND Sundance 

found me here …OH…NOOOOOOO…. 

So, Grumpy Cat gave up and I HAD to stuff him 

in a drawer….sigh…poor, boy! 

 

Pretty Cobweb 

We artists are a strange lot, you know, so, I saw a 

perfect cobweb in the backyard  around sunrise and 

decided to take a picture. I grabbed a squirt bottle full 

of water and went out with my Nikon. I squirted it and 

took some pretty pictures! See what you think! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before spraying you can barely see it! 

After spraying, it was very pretty! 
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Thanksgiving Feast 

I got some pretty good friends; so, when 

Thanksgiving rolls around, they invite me to 

their family spread! Well, this year I had a 

handicap because I had decided  that, instead 

of farting 

around like I 

have been the 

last 2 years at 

Jenny Craig, I 

would go back 

on the “plan” 

and try to lose 

some of the 

poundage I had 

packed on!  

That makes the 

holidays a 

challenge, 

because I 

usually make 

homemade, 

from scratch, 

bread. I make 

Parker House 

rolls….not quite as good as Aunt Doris or Aunt 

Velma, but people down here seem to like 

them! Well, there is nothing more tasty than hot 

bread right out of the oven, and that was NOT 

on Jenny’s plan!! So, I was figuring on staying 

home. Marty invited me, and I was good and 

said “ Aw, sorry, I am on Jenny Craig’. She 

said, “Don’t be a stick-in-the-mud” Sooooo, I 

had to go...no way I wanted to be a stick-in-the-

mud! Patty Browning called me a couple weeks 

later, and SHE invited me to Thanksgiving too! I 

gave her the Jenny Craig spiel, and said I was 

Prior to Her Daughter, Carla, 

arriving Mary was flitting 

around the kitchen. 
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already going 

to Mary’s, and 

that I didn’t 

think I had 

enough 

willpower to 

deny TWO 

Thanksgiving 

meals! She 

said hers was 

at night...that I 

could come 

over directly 

after Mary’s 

and every 

thing was 

perfect. I said, 

’But Patty, I 

am on Jenny 

Craig!” She 

said “ Don’t be 

a stick-in-the-

mud!” Sooooo...I was going to TWO 

Thanksgivings! Then Shirley called up to invite 

me 

(Man...have I 

got great 

friends or 

what?!!!) , 

and we 

concluded 

that maybe it 

would be 

better for me 

to go to 

Shirley’s at 

Christmas!!!  

So, I  bought 

a couple of 

pies. I called 

the 

Cheesecake 

factory and 

ordered a 10 inch pumpkin cheesecake pie! 

YUM! I called Mary and told her that was what I 

was bringing. She told me I was insane...didn’t I 

KNOW that that was extremely expensive?!! I 

said, “Huh?” , So , I called back and found out 

the 10 inch pie was $47.95! Whoops! So….I 

said, “How 

much is the 7 

inch pie?” . 

$27.95. 

Sooooo...I 

ordered that 

instead! 

Then I got a 

chocolate 

cream 

Edwards pie 

at Randall's , 

and away I 

went! Mary 

ended up 

with 27 

people at her 

house of 

which at least 

5 or 6 were 

ankle biters!  It was mass chaos, but pretty 

Mary helps Alex figure out the 

can opener! I title this “ How 

many people does it take…!” 

Alex is Dwain and Mary’s kind-of 

adopted grandson! He’s a really 

nice guy! 

Alex masters the Can-Opener! 

This is Jaycee , Mary’s granddaughter-in-law, 

who was looking pretty , and cranky Mary 

who was yelling something about “Stop taking 

pictures of me!” or something like that...I 

wasn’t sure I heard  her correctly, so 

continued on! HA! 

This is Danny, Mary’s son, who 

was the official turkey carver! 
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funny! Her 

daughter Carla 

was doing 

most of the 

work this year, 

but Mary was 

being Mary 

when I arrived 

and was 

whipping 

around the 

kitchen like a 

whirling 

dervish. Carla 

was coming 

but was a little 

late.  

At any rate, we 

had a GREAT 

meal! Carla did 

a good job and all us little piggies had our 

snouts in the trough and were doing fine! I left 

there to go to Patty's at 5:15 PM.  

Patty hadn’t yet started to eat; so, unfortunately, 

I arrived right on time! HA! Patty is a great cook 

and everything was really good. It was hard to 

resist! She and 

her husband 

Don and Shida 

and Freyd Rad 

were there. It 

was a very fun & 

pleasant 

evening! 

When I weighed 

in at Jenny’s the 

next Thursday, I 

only gained 1/2 

a pound; so, 

thank goodness, 

I wasn’t doing 

too badly! 

It  was a fun day! This is Jake, Danny’s son, and 

Mary’s grandson. I think he gets 

taller every time I see him! 

This Mary’s husband, Dwain. He is the clan’s 

patriarch and handles the babies during family 

get-togethers! Austin, Mary’s grandson, is hold-

ing his daughter, Lilly. Dwain is holding his 

brand new great-grandson, Jude! 

Carla arrived, got the food 

finished and this is the 

chow line! 

Luke and Sophia. Luke is Danny and Carol’s 

youngest and Sophia is Jodi and Thomas’ 

oldest. Sophia was supposed to be drawing 

a portrait of Luke, but it looked an awful lot 

like a landscape. So, I said, I thought you 

were doing a portrait of Luke?!” Luke says” 

Why does she need to when you have the 

original right here!?” He had his hand under 

his chin. WOW!  can see  he is going to be a 

heartbreaker!! 
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This is Susie’s son-in-law, Larry with his 

and Kelly’s baby, Emma. To the right is 

Mary’s granddaughter's husband Thomas. 

He is carrying his first son, Thom. I figured 

maybe Larry should teach Thomas how to 

carry babies!!! Apparently, though,  little 

Thom liked it! 

Two grannies, Susie and Mary, playing 

with their grandchildren, Emmy and Lilly! 

Susie , used to work with Mary a long 

time ago. She, like me and Alex, got 

“adopted” into the Blain clan! 

Proud daddy, Austin, 

with Lilly.  Austin is 

Carla’s son and 

Mary’s Grandson. 

Jodi with Jude, in the 

back, Jaycee with Lilly 

and Kelly, Emmy’s mom, 

to the right. 

Mary, Luke (sitting), Cody, and Jake. Jaycee is 

on the couch with Lilly. Luke, Cody and Jake 

are Danny and Carol’s kids and  

Mary’s grandkids! 

That’s about it for this year!  Hope you all have a : 
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 Susie’s Addenda 

I took a cute series of pictures of Mary’s old 

friend, Susie, who used to work with Mary. She 

was trying to teach her grandchild, Emmy, to 

use a spoon to eat her dessert! 

So...starts out great! Emmy is using the spoon 

like a champ! Grandma holds the plate for 

Emmy and the spoon 

is working! Emmy  is 

thinking this is NOT 

too difficult...I can DO 

this! 

That lasted for about 

3 very careful, very 

slow spoonfuls of 

pumpkin  

cheesecake!  

Then, I guess, 

Emmy says to 

herself...forget 

this slow, 

grueling 

nonsense! I am 

using the fastest  

way I know! 

Fingers were 

invented 

before….etc.! 

Yup! This is pretty 

good! 

YUM! YUM! 

(Look at Susie’s 

face...the lesson 

is not going well!! 

HA!) 

 

 

 

I think 

somewhere along 

the way, Susie 

gave up on the 

lesson and was 

having a good 

time watching 

Emmy have a 

FINE time!! 

 

 

The final pic-

ture...I can only 

say that all we 

heard was 

humphff..mumphf.

..rumbledumphf 
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 Artwork I Completed 

This Year 

I thought I would end all this with some 

filler! I only had time for 2 paintings this 

year. One I did for my eye doctor, Dr. 

Keith Fredericks. He’s great! I am 

having a double vision problem that has 

gotten steadily worse since I got out of 

the  hospital in 2007.  

He loves to tinker and will often gave 

me free lenses to “test” some theory or 

another! This latest freebie was 

because I have reached the maximum 

prisms (7) that they can put in 

glasses :so, I really HAVE to do the 

surgery. I have been putting it off, 

because I have bad luck with “simple 

surgery”, since the last “simple 

surgery” in 2007 landed me in the 

hospital for  2 months! Anyway, I did 

him a painting of Portland Head Light 

to “pay” him for the free glasses and 

special Fresnel lenses. Also, he did 

me a free pair of distance only with a 

Fresnel lens. Very nice guy and 

GOOD at what he does! 

 

Okay, that’s it...really! 

HA! Happy Holidays! 

  Nancy 

I had this one , to the left, at the 

Holland Street Gallery in Bellville, 

but it didn’t sell...boo-hoo! It is 

40x30. I sold 2 up there the year 

before one for $1700 and the other 

for $1400! Amazing, huh?!! The 

gallery takes 40% , 

Ferns and Irises 

 Portland Head Light 


